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**Where entanglement was reported is not 
necessarily where the whale became 
entangled.  
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Entanglement Response Network - professionals and 
volunteers throughout the state of California  

– Operate under the direction of NOAA’s Protected Resources 
Division 

–  Teams are highly trained and use specialized equipment to 
respond to entangled whales  
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Recent Entanglement Report 
History on U.S. West Coast 
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Marine Mammal Protection Act 

Amended in 1994 to include new program for 
managing marine mammal bycatch: 

1. Stock Assessment Reports 
2. Categorization of Fisheries 
3. Registration/Monitoring Program 
4. Reporting (Observer) Program 
5. Take Reduction Plans 
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Stock Assessment Reports 

Developed for all U.S. marine mammal stocks 

• Provide estimates of stock abundance and 
human caused mortalities and serious 
injuries (including fishery takes) 

• Provides estimates of the “potential 
biological removal” level or “PBR” (i.e. how 
many animals per year can be removed 
from stock by human activities without 
effecting recovery 

CA/OR/WA humpback whale PBR – 11.0   
Eastern North Pacific gray whale PBR - 558 
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   Marine Mammal Protection Act   
   List of Fisheries 

 Required to assess status of ALL U.S. 
commercial fisheries  -  updated on annual basis 

 Each fishery placed into 1 of 3 categories based 
on level of marine mammal take (SI/M)          

 Categorization determines requirements 
   Category I – “frequent” takes (> 50% PBR) 
 Category II – “occasional” takes (> 1% and < 50%) 
   Category III – “rare or no known takes (< 1%) 
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U.S. West Coast Fisheries 

Category I Fisheries  
CA thresher shark/swordfish drift gillnet fishery  
Covered under Take Reduction Plan 
 *sperm whales 
Category II Fisheries 
CA yellowtail/barracuda and white sea bass drift gillnet  
 *by analogy  
CA halibut/white sea bass set gillnet  
 *humpback whales 



9 

U.S West Coast Fixed Gear 
Fisheries 2009 LOF   

Category II Fisheries 
CA spot prawn pot  
 *humpback whales 
 Eastern North Pacific gray whales 
CA, OR, WA Dungeness coastal crab pot   
 *humpback whales 
 Eastern North Pacific gray whales 
CA/OR/WA sablefish pot  
 *humpback whales 
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Requirements for  
Category I and II Fisheries 

• Register with NMFS to obtain authorization for lawful 
incidental take of marine mammals 

• Carry an observer if requested 
• Subject to the Take Reduction Program as applicable 
• Report (via form) sent to NMFS within 48 hours following 

return to port – only serious injuries/mortalities of MM 
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Take Reduction Plan Process 
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Endangered Species Act 

• No specific fishery management framework 
• Impacts to ESA-listed species managed under section 7 

(federal activities) and section 10 (state, private citizens) 
• Humpback whales historically listed globally as endangered 
• April 2015 NMFS proposed listing decisions for 14 distinct 

populations segments (DPS) based on breeding areas 
o Mexico DPS – no listing status under ESA 
o Central American DPS – threatened 

• ENP gray delisted 1990s - WNP gray whale is endangered 
• Recent tracking and photo ID confirm WNP gray whale 

presence on US west coast 
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Recent NMFS Efforts Addressing West 
Coast Whale Entanglement 

• Characterize fixed gear fisheries (“Gear Guide”) – 2011 
• Risk assessment of fixed gear fisheries and large whale co-

occurrence – 2013 
• Large whale entanglement workshop - November 2013 
• Public meetings in Oregon fishing community - September 

2014 
• Engagement with CDFW to connect with CA fishing 

community – now 
• Paper detailing record of whale entanglements on US west 

coast – in prep 
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NMFS Priorities Going Forward 

1. Continue to improve data gathering on large whale 
entanglements and efforts to understand 
entanglement sources and impacts to whales. 

2. Engage fishing community, State managers, and 
other interested stakeholders in efforts to understand 
and minimize risks/severity of whale entanglements 
across US west coast.  

3. Enhance safe and effective interventions to improve 
the probability for survival of entangled whales.  
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NMFS Engagement With Fishing 
Community  

(1) provide outreach to the community about the overall 
issue of whale entanglements in fixed gear, 
including the science and management contexts 

(2) initiate discussion of conceptual design and 
evaluation of possible actions to minimize the extent 
of entanglements 

(3) improve entanglement reporting and facilitate 
involvement of the fishing community in the 
disentanglement response network.  



CA/OR/WA 
(877) SOS-WHALE 

 
• Phone number to 

call and report 
whales in distress 
(injured, entangled, stranded or 
ship-struck) 

• Outreach: Reporting 
cards & Gear Guide 
– Need photos and/or 

video & information on 
date, GPS location, 
species, nature of 
distress 
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