OC Parks – South Orange County Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan
Ocean Protection Council: Prop 68 Coastal Resilience Program

Letters of Commitment
¨ California Department of Parks & Recreation
¨ City of Dana Point
¨ Doheny State Beach Interpretative Association
¨ Orange County Transportation Authority
¨ South Coast Water District

Letters of Support
¨ Capo Cares
¨ Cypress Shores Association

State of California • Natural Resources Agency

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Gavin Newsom, Governor
Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Director

Orange Coast District
3030 Avenida Del Presidente
San Clemente, CA 92672
949-324-9130
November 10, 2020
Ms. Justine Kimball
Program Manager
Ocean Protection Council
1416 9th Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: OC Parks – South Orange County Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan
Dear Ms. Kimball and OPC:
This Letter of Commitment is being provided as California Department of Parks and Recreation, Orange
Coast District’s intent to collaborate with OC Parks to develop a regional coastal resilience strategic plan
that will take the next step towards implementing shoreline adaptation along south Orange County
coastlines. Many beaches in southern Orange County have chronic erosion problems causing deterioration
of the region’s coastline. The project will address the long-term expected shoreline retreat and erosion from
Dana Point Harbor to San Clemente covering approximately 7 miles of beach shoreline.
Orange Coast District includes two State Beaches within the project region; Doheny State Beach, and San
Clemente State Beach. These parks are part of a network that provide refuge for sensitive plants and
animals, protect important cultural resources, and host an array of recreational opportunities. It’s important
for Orange Coast District to protect the shoreline of these parks to support the regional goals of making the
coast resilient to rising sea levels and to investigate and utilize appropriate management actions, including
beach nourishment, as viable adaption strategies for combating long-term sea level rise. Orange Coast
District has initiated a study to determine long-term shoreline management alternatives for Doheny State
Beach. The report also includes recommendations for Capistrano Beach, part of the OC Parks network,
located just south of Doheny. Capistrano Beach has sustained significant high-tide damage resulting from
long-term erosion and storm events.
Orange Coast District is committed to adaptive management of our shoreline resources and we are pleased
to collaborate with OC Parks in its development of an overall strategy for shoreline management and
implementation of priority projects. We will integrate information gained from the Doheny State Beach
and will provide input in the development of the Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan.
Sincerely,

Riley Pratt, Ph.D.
Senior Environmental Scientist
California State Parks – Orange Coast District

November 6, 2020
Ms. Justine Kimball
Program Manager
Ocean Protection Council
1416 9th Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: OC Parks – South Orange County Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan
Dear Ms. Kimball and OPC:
The City of Dana Point is pleased to provide this Letter of Commitment in support of OC Parks’
submission to the Proposition 68 Ocean Protection Council solicitation for Coastal Resiliency.
This project, a Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan (Plan) for south Orange County, will
develop a regional, collaborative strategic plan to facilitate implementation of regional sediment
management activities that address chronically eroding shoreline in the southern portion of
Orange County. This Plan will be a Community Capacity project that will address the long-term
shoreline erosion from Dana Point Harbor to San Clemente covering approximately 7 miles of
beach shoreline.
Dana Point is known for its picturesque beauty, and its beaches are among the finest in the world.
Recently, one of our beaches, Capistrano Beach, sustained significant high-tide damage resulting
from storm events and global sea rise. Plans for addressing eroding shorelines will support efforts
to restore public access and opportunities for coastal recreation and help preserve coastal natural
resources, not only at this beach but others in south Orange County.
The City is committed to sustainable management of our shoreline resources and will collaborate
with OC Parks in its development of a strategic plan that will identify and prioritize projects with a
detailed plan for funding and implementation. As such, we will participate in stakeholder activities
and development of the Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan, as needed.
Sincerely,

Brenda Wisneski
Director of Community Development

November 11, 2020

Ms. Justine Kimball
Program Manager
Ocean Protection Council
1416 9th Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject:

OC Parks – South Orange County Regional Coastal Resilience
Strategic Plan

Dear Ms. Kimball:
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is pleased to support OC Parks in
their request to seek Proposition 68 grant funding for the coastal resiliency plan. This
plan will cover approximately seven miles of beach shoreline in the Dana Point Harbor
to the City of San Clemente and facilitates implementation of regional sediment
management activities that address chronically eroding shoreline in south
Orange County. OCTA looks forward to participating in stakeholder meetings and the
development of the plan.
There have been numerous efforts undertaken or funded by the state to combat the
effects of climate change. These studies have revealed potential threats to habitat, public
access, beach recreation, and critical infrastructure. As the regional transportation
agency, OCTA is responsible for administering multimodal projects ranging from
planning and funding active transportation to mass transit projects. OCTA is also
responsible for administering the Master Plan of Arterial Highways, including the review
and approval of amendments requested by local agencies. We look forward to
participating in the development of OC Parks’ plan and will provide input for appropriate
shoreline methods along main transportation corridors, such as the Pacific Coast
Highway, that runs along the coastline.
OCTA has been actively participating in studies with partner agencies or undertaken our
own efforts in planning and building resiliency. To this end, we strongly support a
proactive plan that will address ongoing challenges with the eroding shoreline
in south Orange County. Please feel free to contact me at dphu@octa.net or
(714) 560-5907, should you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Dan Phu
Environmental Programs Manager
c: Ocean Protection Council
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November 10, 2020

Ms. Justine Kimball
Program Manager
Ocean Protection Council
1416 9th Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: OC Parks – South Orange County Regional Coastal Resilience Strategic Plan
Dear Ms. Kimball and OPC:

The South Coast Water District (SCWD) is providing this Letter of Commitment to support OC
Parks application to the Ocean Protection Council for Prop 68 funding. OC Parks proposes to
develop a regional strategic plan for coastal resilience in south Orange County. This project will
include a regional, collaborative strategic plan to facilitate implementation of regional sediment
management activities that address chronically eroding shoreline in the southern portion of
Orange County. SCWD is a willing stakeholder and participant in this plan to bring our region one
step closer to implementing projects that will help to protect and restore south Orange County
coastlines.

SCWD provides water and wastewater services to approximately 35,000 residents, 1,000
businesses, and 2 million visitors per year along the southern coastline of Orange County. Our
service area includes the communities of Dana Point, South Laguna, and areas of San Clemente
and San Juan Capistrano. It is our job to ensure sustainable water infrastructure to the public, and
in our greater role as environmental stewards, we are also invested in the natural health of the
coastline area we serve.

By submittal of this letter, SCWD agrees to actively participate in stakeholder meetings and
contribute to the development a regional strategic plan for southern Orange County. We will be
happy to provide consultation, as needed, during the development of the Plan.
Sincerely,

Rick Shintaku
General Manager

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 30205, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-0205
Street Address: 31592 West Street, Laguna Beach, CA 92651
Phone: (949) 499-4555

Fax: (949) 499-4256

