
















 

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY 

California is a global leader of innovative, effective 
ocean and coastal protection. Our legislative 
leaders and state agencies have worked with local 
communities and other stakeholders in recent 
decades to establish an international model of 
coastal and ocean stewardship. Our Coastal Act, 
marine protected areas, and renowned scientific 
research programs anchor world-class approaches to 
safeguard these unique natural resources. 

Our current climate change crisis, which impacts 
our oceans and coasts in alarming ways, demands 
California’s continued leadership. The International 
Panel on Climate Change recently found that coastal 
ecosystems are under stress from ocean warming, 
intensified marine heat waves, ocean acidification, 
loss of oxygen, and sea-level rise, and that impacts 
to species, biodiversity, and ecosystem services are 
already being observed. Never before has our state’s 
ambition and effectiveness protecting the ocean and 
coast been more important. Our continued progress 
will serve as a powerful example to places across the 
world to combat these unprecedented challenges to 
our oceans and coasts. 

This “Strategic Plan to Protect California’s Coast 
and Ocean: 2020-2025” provides a roadmap for 
this continued progress. It envisions all California 
communities enjoying thriving ecosystems, clean 
water, healthy food, secure infrastructure, ready 
public access to the coast and ocean, and an 
inclusive blue economy that advances ecosystem 

GOAL 1 GOAL 2 
Safeguard Coastal  

and Marine Ecosystems 
and Communities in 
the Face of Climate 

Change 

Advance Equity Across 
Ocean and Coastal 
Policies and Actions 

health, offers meaningful work, and reverses past 
injustices. In the face of major challenges to our  
coast and ocean, this Strategic Plan offers four  
Goals to guide California’s efforts over the next five 
years (below). 

Collaborative partnerships among state agencies 
on the frontlines of regulating, funding, and 
developing policy that guide coastal and ocean 
actions are absolutely essential to achieve this vision. 
The California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) 
developed this strategic plan to advance focused, 
high-value interagency collaboration that is needed 
to meet these goals and achieve our collective vision. 

This document is a bold and comprehensive plan 
comprised of objectives, targets, and actions in each 
goal area. Notably, the pace of implementation 
will depend on the feasibility and availability of 
resources and competing priorities. Nevertheless, 
this plan establishes an ambitious collective vision 
for protecting the intrinsic, cultural, ecological, and 
economic benefits provided by California’s coast 
and ocean. OPC looks forward to working with state 
agencies, other governmental partners, tribes, and all 
stakeholders to ensure California advances its global 
leadership protecting our state’s world-renowned 
coast and ocean. 

A chronological summary table of proposed targets 
and actions with achievement due dates can be 
found in Appendix 1. 
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https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/ocean-coasts-education-resources/ocean-acidification
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