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California Ocean Protection Council  

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

6 August 2018 

 

Re: USGS Proposal “Groundwater Inundation Hazards and Socioeconomic Impacts” 

 

Dear California Ocean Protection Council, 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the USGS proposal “Groundwater Inundation Hazards and 

Socioeconomic Impacts due to Sea Level Rise Across the California Coast.” The Bay Foundation (TBF) 

has been involved in organizational planning for climate resilience through a vulnerability assessment of 

our priorities and actions, through implementation of adaptive management measures such as softscape 

beach and dune restoration efforts, and partnerships with agencies and municipalities evaluating potential 

climate change impacts over time. Our understanding of the impacts of climate change at a regional scale 

continues to increase, though is still limited, especially for coastal aquifers and water management. 

 

As sea level continues to rise and accelerate in the coming decades, coastal aquifers will respond to the 

new ocean conditions. This phenomenon creates a potentially serious “hidden” problem in coastal areas: 

sea level rise (SLR) could eventually cause shallow groundwater to intersect the ground surface, 

permanently flooding previously dry areas where flooding would not have been predicted from SLR and 

storms. Moreover, deeper groundwater could rise to shallower depths, impacting subsurface 

infrastructure like roadbeds, foundations, pipes, and utilities, and increasing the salinity of shallow 

groundwater, affecting agriculture and wells in addition to increasing the potential for corrosion of buried 

infrastructure.   

 

This hazard has not been addressed but is critically important to the Los Angeles region as we continue 

to inform our ‘climate ready’ strategic development. We are eager for the results of this modeling and are 

excited to work with USGS to help develop a web-based platform that displays this information for our 

stakeholders, as well as those across the state. Further, this will be an excellent complement to the 

projections of coastal flood hazards already provided by the Coastal Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS). 

 

We are fully supportive of this proposed project. Please email if you have any further questions 

(kjohnston@santamonicabay.org).  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Karina Johnston 

Director of Watershed Programs; The Bay Foundation 

www.santamonicabay.org  

mailto:kjohnston@santamonicabay.org
http://www.santamonicabay.org/


 
 
California Ocean Protection Council      8/1/18 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear California Ocean Protection Council, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the proposal “Groundwater 
Inundation Hazards and Socioeconomic Impacts due to Sea Level Rise Across the 
California Coast.”  
 
CCWG staff have assisted local and regional partners in the development of climate 
mitigation and adaptation plans for the central coast. CCWG is focused on 
supporting adaptation planning through the collection of regional data and the 
coordination of adaptation planning among jurisdictions, regulatory authorities and 
resource managers. 
 
As sea level continues to rise and accelerate in the coming decades, coastal aquifers 
will respond to the new ocean conditions. This phenomenon creates a potentially 
serious “hidden” problem in coastal areas: sea level rise (SLR) could eventually 
cause shallow groundwater to intersect the ground surface, permanently flooding 
previously dry areas where flooding would not have been predicted from SLR and 
storms. Moreover, deeper groundwater could rise to shallower depths, impacting 
subsurface infrastructure like roadbeds, foundations, pipes, and utilities, and 
increasing the salinity of shallow groundwater, affecting agriculture and wells in 
addition to increasing the potential for corrosion of buried infrastructure.   
 
This hazard has not been addressed but is critically important to the central coast as 
we develop our adaptation plans and vulnerability assessments.   We are eager for 
the results of this modeling and are excited to work with the USGS to help develop a 
web-based platform that displays this information for our stakeholders, as well as 
those across the state. Further this will be an excellent complement to the 
projections of coastal flood hazards due to SLR and storms already provided by the 
Coastal Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS). 
 
We are fully supportive of this proposed project. Please feel free to contact me at 
831-771-4411 if you have any further questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ross Clark 
Director, CCWG at Moss Landing Marine Labs 
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