
TO:  California Marine Renewable Energy Working Group 
 
FROM: Laura Engeman, California Ocean Protection Council 
 
RE:  Memorandum of Understanding between the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the 

California Natural Resources Agency, the California Environmental Protection Agency and the 
California Public Utilities Commission Regarding Coordinated Review of Hydrokinetic Facility 
Authorizations in Marine Waters within the State of California 

 
 
 

A Memorandum of Understanding between the State of California and the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) was executed on May 13, 2010 (attached).   This document 
represents a template for cooperation between state and federal officials on hydrokinetic energy 
projects in California marine waters—within 3 nautical miles of the coast line-- to coordinate 
application review schedules, encourage pilot projects prior to commercial development, and to 
coordinate environmental review, where possible.     

As outlined in the agreement, the California Natural Resources Agency, the California 
Environmental Protection Agency, and the California Public Utilities Commission will 
coordinate with the following California agencies to ensure that the MOU purposes are met: the 
California Coastal Commission, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission, the California State Lands Commission, the California Department of Fish and 
Game, the California Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, the 
California State Water Resources Control Board, California Parks and Recreation and the 
California Ocean Protection Council (OPC).   

The following are the primary responsibilities of the California agencies as part of this MOU: 

• Inform FERC when a permit application has been received.  

• Coordinate informational requests and sharing existing information on projects as 
each agency becomes aware of a permit application. 

• Coordinate with FERC on a schedule for reviewing applications, identifying 
potential issues, and determining information and studies necessary for state and 
federal project authorizations.   This includes coordinating of National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) consistency determination.  

• Develop hydrokinetic project siting recommendations to be submitted to the 
Commission for consideration during project review.   

• Confer with the Bureau of Ocean Management, Regulation, and Enforcement 
(formerly Minerals Management Service) for projects that are located on the Outer 
Continental Shelf.   

• Share information from project developers regarding their facility’s technical 
specifications, including  energy production,  potential for electricity generation, 



operating history, outages, use of fossil fuels, first point of interconnection to the 
Western Energy Coordinating Council (WECC) transmission system, etc.  

• Designate primary management contacts  
 

OPC will provide logistical and managerial support for the implementation of the MOU.  
OPC staff will use the California Marine Renewable Energy Working group meetings as the 
primary avenue for implementing the MOU, however other project specific meeting may 
also be held to further coordinate reviews of the project.     

 
















