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The Dungeness Crab Task Force 
Straw poll of fishery objectives 

 
During meeting 3 of the Dungeness Crab Task Force (DCTF), Members voted in a non-binding 
straw poll on a set of consolidated objectives that was derived from meeting 2 (San Francisco) 
Workgroup outputs.  Table 1 below reflects the results of this poll. The following voting 
protocol, established by the majority approved Charter, was used to conduct the straw poll: 
 
Thumbs Down:  I do not agree with the proposal.  I feel the need to block its adoption and 
propose an alternative. 
Thumbs Sideways:  I can accept the proposal although I do not necessarily support it. 
Thumbs Up:  I think this proposal is the best choice of the options available to us. 

 
Subsequent to the straw poll, Members referenced the objectives to guide discussions and 
prioritization of proposed Management Measures that could be used to achieve one or more 
objectives.  The information contained in table 1 below is intended as a reference for DCTF 
Members as they solicit feedback from their constituents on the Management Measures survey 
(See Conditional Management Measures: Version 1 – October 12, 2009). 
 
Table 1. – Straw poll of fishery objectives 

Objectives 

1. Maintain or reduce the existing capacity, and monitor future capacity of the commercial fleet  
(Straw polling results ‐ Thumbs Up=5; Thumbs sideways=12; Thumbs down=1) 

2. Minimize effort shift within California  
(Straw polling results ‐ Thumbs up=13; Thumbs sideways=1; Thumbs down=6) 

3. Minimize effort shift between CA and Oregon and Washington, and permanent effort shift from other states (Straw 
polling results ‐ Thumbs up=16; Thumbs sideways=4; Thumbs down=0) 

4. Increase profitability through the supply chain of the fishery  
(Straw polling results ‐ Thumbs up=16; Thumbs sideways=3; Thumbs down=1)  

5. Operate a safe fishery 
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=1; Thumbs sideways=4; Thumbs down=15) 

6. Establish mechanisms to spread the volume of commercial harvest over a longer period of time and reduce the 
derby dynamic  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=12; Thumbs sideways=1; Thumbs down=7) 

7. Fishery participation to inform management, policy and marketing  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=18; Thumbs sideways=2; Thumbs down=1) 

8. Create a shared management structure (fishery/states) that allows for efficient and transparent adaptive 
management of the fishery  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=6; Thumbs sideways=13; Thumbs down=1) 

9. Increase/improve associated data collection for future implementation of management measures in the fishery 
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=15;Thumbs sideways=3; Thumbs down=2) 

10. Clarify regulations of the fishery  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=16; Thumbs sideways=4; Thumbs down=0) 

11. Improve enforceability of the fishery  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=11; Thumbs sideways=5; Thumbs down=3 ) 

12. Have the commercial and sport Dungeness crab fishery exempt from MPA designations  
(Straw polling results – Thumbs up=19; Thumbs sideways=1; Thumbs down=1) 

 


