To: California Ocean Protection Commission
From: Geof Bard
RE: Rigs to Reefs

GREETINGS:

I appreciate the Commission®s extension of the time for written
comment. 1 concur with others who had hoped for more extensive
opportunity for comment and for considering the report as a
draft, but respect the Commission®s authority to designate the
report as final.

I testified as an individual coastal resident and former member
of the Oil Chemical Atomic Workers Union.

As per my statement to the Commission, I am happy to go on
record as someone who wishes the Council and the legislature to
take note of occupational hazards in their analysis of
alternatives to decommissioning. There are real flesh and blood
workers who might be placed at risk and too often, occupational
safety is discussed as a mere financial issue in risk
assessment.

An additional point which 1 brought forth In my testimony was
the need to develope input from stakeholders who may be
underrepresented in the public input component of these
proceedings, which are heavily weighted with input from
professional and volunteer staff of environmental organizations.
That testimony i1s important, however it often neglects to
include consideration of i1ssues which are of importance to the
broader public.

As a result of such a somewhat narrowed base of public comment,
government agencies and advisory bodies often overlook the
degree to which public opposition may develope subsequent to the
decision making process.

Often, the broader public feels as though agency or commission
determinations come as unwelcome surprises. Although such
proceedings may be properly noticed from a legal standpoint,
there may be minimal outreach via publication in periodicals
read by sport fishermen, commercial fishermen, sport boaters,
commercial tour guides, divers, etc. A review of Infotrac makes
it obvious that such parties have vastly different perspectives
than the "usual suspect™ public commentators whose perspectives,
while valid, suffer from a form of elitism which 1s not helpful
in the long run.



I hope to have an opportunity to get a more detailed analysis on
record, if not for this comment period, then for others yet to
come, as | believe Rigs to Reefs offers more possibilities for
ecologically sound decommissioning options than many of the
public commentators appear to be willing to acknowledge. Perhaps
my background offers a unique perspective which may be of value
to the Commission, the public, and the development of a
collective moral compass iIn pursuit of scientific truth.

Regards

Geof Bard

OCAW Memorial Solidarity Project
5142 Hollister Ave # 127

Santa Barbara CA 93111



