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September 28, 2016 
 
California Ocean Protection Council 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council members, 
 
Sea-level rise may be the greatest challenge that human civilization has ever faced, with 150 million 
people on Earth living within three feet of high tide and eight of the world’s ten largest mega-cities sited 
on coastlines. In California, millions of people and billions of dollars in infrastructure and development 
now lie within a few feet of a sea level that is rising. About two-thirds of California’s 38 million people 
live in coastal counties. 
 
This threat is not going to go away and the risks will increase in the decades ahead, regardless of 
anything we do. California needs to adapt to both long-term sea-level rise, as well as short-term or 
extreme events. These include large El Niños and the combined effects of very high (King) tides and 
large storm waves. Coastal communities need assistance in responding to these hazards and the USGS 
Coastal Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS) is a tool that has been developed, refined and tested and has 
been shown to provide a solid basis for cities and counties in their future coastal planning.  
 
While sea-level rise and coastal hazard maps have now been developed for southern California, the 
central coast has no such maps so adaptation efforts are limited by the available data and staffing. I 
encourage the Ocean Protection Council’s support of funding for the United States Geological Survey to 
extend their Coastal Storm Modeling System to the Central Coast. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary Griggs 
Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences 
Director Institute of Marine Science 
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California Ocean Protection Council

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

Sacramento, CA 95814

september 30, 2016

Dear Ocean Protection Council members,

l am writing on betialf of Department of Public Works for the City of Capitola to express our support of

OPC's consideration of a funding award to the USGS to develop sea-level rise and coastal hazard maps using

the Coastal Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS) for the Central Coast and update coastal change rates

statewide for the outer California coast. We are also supportive of OPC funding Point Blue Conservation

Science to develop an online Our Coast, Our Future mapping tool for the Central Coast.

The City of Capitola is already planning today for many impacts from climate change and are in'the process

of completing a sea level rise vulnerability study for the coastal area within the City. This study does not

include the effects of coastal storms and we believe the development of CoSMoS model for our jurisdiction

would be beneficial. We feel that this is a critical need for our community. Having CoSMoS developed for

our region would allow us to better understand our true vulnerability and develop more robust climate
vulnerability assessments.

We are fully supportive of this funding recommendation. Please feel free to contact me by phone at 831-

475-7300 or by email at sjesberg@ci.capitola.ca.us if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

SteVen Jes%erg
Public Works Director
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California Ocean Protection Council  
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
October 6, 2016 
 
Dear Ocean Protection Council members, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Local Government Commission to express our strong support 
of OPC’s recommendation to fund the USGS to develop sea-level rise and coastal hazard 
maps using the Coastal Storm Modeling System (CoSMoS) for the Central Coast to inform 
climate vulnerability assessments, and to update coastal change rates statewide for the outer 
California coast.  We are also supportive of OPC funding Point Blue Conservation Science to 
develop an online Our Coast, Our Future mapping tool for the Central Coast. 
 
The Local Government Commission (LGC) is a non-profit organization that works to build 
livable communities and local leadership by connecting leaders via innovative programs and 
network opportunities, advancing policies through participation at the local and state level, 
and implementing solutions as a technical assistance provider and advisor to local 
jurisdictions.  We have a strong history of working with communities to help them advance 
their climate adaptation planning initiatives. As an example, in 2010 we co-authored one of 
first adaptation strategies in the state for San Luis Obispo County. We also are the lead on 
CivicSpark - a Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps program dedicated to building capacity for 
local governments to address climate change and water management issues in California. 
Over the last two years, six CivicSpark fellows have worked to provide climate capacity 
support to communities in the Central Coast and will continue to do so in the years to come. 
From these and other initiatives, we have built a strong connection to coastal communities in 
that region and feel we are attuned to their needs. 
 
Understanding the impacts of both sea level rise and coastal storms is critically important in 
helping Central Coast communities understand their true vulnerability to hazards along our 
coast. This information will allow them to be better prepared for impacts today and into the 
future. To date, there is very limited sea level rise information for this region, and none that 
considers the impacts of concurrent coastal storms. By funding CoSMoS for the Central 
Coast, you would fill this gap in coverage. 
 
We are fully supportive of this funding recommendation. Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any further questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kate Meis 
Executive Director 
kmeis@lgc.org, 916-448-1198 
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