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August 15, 2008 
 
 
The Honorable Mike Chrisman  
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council  
Attn:  Abe Doherty  
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100  
Oakland, CA 94612  
 
Dear Secretary Chrisman: 
 
I am writing to convey my support for the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) 
and Stanford University’s research proposal to develop a Climate Change Adaptation Decision 
Tool for Coastal California, and to strongly encourage approval of the applicants’ grant request. 
 
I believe the applicants’ bellwether approach, which includes a comprehensive pilot study of two 
coastal communities and a policy gap analysis for climate change adaptation, will inform sound 
regulatory and policy options to help ensure California’s coastal planners and communities can 
prepare for climate changed-induced sea level rise. 
 
As you may be aware, last year I introduced AB 1066, which would have required local 
governments to consider the impacts from sea level rise when amending their general plans.  The 
bill would have also established a state agency working group to assess sea level rise impacts and 
plan for adaptation and mitigation.  Senate Appropriations held the bill, because it felt the State 
could not afford implementation. 
 
In the absence of adequate State action on this issue, MBARI and Stanford are filling a vacuum 
by undertaking research that will result in more definitive information about the threats of climate 
changed-induced sea level rise and scientifically grounded options to mitigate these risks. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
JOHN LAIRD, Assemblymember 
27th District 
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September 2, 2008

The Honorable Mike Chrisman

Chair, California Ocean Protection Council
Attn: Abe Doherty
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

I am pleased to offer my strong support for the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI)
and Stanford University's research proposal to develop a Climate Change Adaptation Decision Tool
for Coastal California.

For the past six years,I havehadthe privilegeof representingthe 1st AssemblyDistrict,whichcovers
nearly a third of the California coastline. I know first hand that many rural North Coast communities
are concerned about coastal climate change impacts, but have very limited resources for planning.
Although this is a pilot project for only two coastal counties, I believe the lessons learned from its
completion will provide policy guidance to all California coastal communities.

I urge the Ocean Protection Council to fund this worthy proposal. If I can provide any further
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,

Q~ ()IJI.(/
PATTY BERG
Assemblywoman, l5tDistrict

.~'"
Printed on Recycled Paper
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Making San Francisca Bay Belter

August 18, 2008

The Honorable Mike Chrisman
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council
Attn: Abe Doherty
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

I urge that the Ocean Protection Council provide financial support for the proposal by
Stanford University and the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute to develop a Climate
Change Adaptation Decision Tool for Coastal California. This project has the promise of being
an important tool in our efforts to advance sustainable development, protect natural resources
and address the impacts of climate change along the California coastline.

This proposal would be most beneficial to the work of our Commission if an area within the
San Francisco Bay region is selected as a pilot project to develop, test and refine the proposal.
Weare willing to provide our full support and assistance to carry out such a pilot effort, and we
have detailed datasets and projections available which would be useful in development of the
Climate Change Adaptation Decision Tool for Coastal California.

Thank you for consideration of our views.

WT/TM/gg

Stateof California.SAN FRANCISCO BAY CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENTCOMMISSION. ArnoldSchwarzenegger;Governor
50 California Street, Suite 2600. San Francisco, California 94111 . (415) 352-3600 .Fax: (415) 352-3606 .info@bcdc.ca.gov. www.bcdc.ca.gov
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
825 5TH STREET

EUREKA, CALIFORNIA 95501-1153 PHONE (707) 476-2390 FAX (707) 445-7299

August 26, 2008

The Honorable Mike Chrisman, Chair
California Ocean Protection Council
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

As climate changes increase, communities located near California's coastline will most
certainly experience major impacts. As a county with approximately 150 miles of coast line,
the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors strongly supports Stanford University and the
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute's Climate Change Adaptation Decision Tool
proposal for Coastal California.

We believe this pilot study is an important tool with the potential to aid coastal planners in
making policy choices and capital improvement/infrastructure plans in anticipation of future
climate change impacts. The Board strongly supports this proposal and respectfully requests
funding for this projechn an effort to assist all coastal communities in avoiding the damage
and destruction that may adversely affect their quality of life.

Sincerely,

eist, Chair
umboldt County Board of Supervisors

Cc: Attn: Meg Caldwell, Interim Director
Center for Ocean Solutions
Environmental and Natural Resource Law & Policy
Stanford Law School
559 Nathan Abbott Way
Stanford, CA 94305-8610

JG:kh RECEIVED
SEP0 5 2008

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.
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August 14,2008

The Honorable Mike Chrisman

Chair, California Ocean Protection Council
Broadway, Suite 1100 1330
Oakland, CA 94612

Attn: Abe Doherty

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

The Association of Monterey Bay Area Gove'rnments strongly supports the project proposal by
Stanford University and the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute to deyelop a Climate
Change Adaptation Decision Tool for Coastal California. We believe that this project will
produce an important and unique tool to aid sustainable coastal region planning by state, regional
and local agencies in the context of future climate and socioeconomic change.

The Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments is particularly supportive of this effort
because of the potential for application of this tool to the Monterey Bay region. The region is
comprised of the coastal counties of Monterey and Santa Cruz. Our agency has been involved
with ocean and coastal issues since it was established in 1968 and is the sole multipurpose
regional planning agency in the area. As such, we project future development and
socioeconomic conditions for our region and such a project will be mutually beneficial.

We strongly support the Council funding this pilot proposal to begin development of the Climate
Change Adaptation Decision Tool for Coastal California. .

Sincerely,

)~~J
Nicolas Papadakis
Executive Director

RECEIVED
AUG18 2008

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

SERVINGOURREGIONALCOMMUNITYSINCE1968
445 RESERVATIONROAD,SUITEG .. P.O.BOX809 .. MARINA,CA 93933-0809
(831) 883-3750 .. FAX(831) 883-3755 .. www.ambag.org
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