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May 13, 2008 

 

 

Mike Chrisman 

Secretary for Resources 

Chair of the California Ocean Protection Council 

California Resources Agency 

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 

Sacramento, California 95814 

 

 

Dear Secretary Chrisman, 

 

As co-chairs of the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative, we would like to express our support for the 

Ocean and Coastal Community Call for Action and ask the California Ocean Protection Council to 

adopt the resolution at its upcoming meeting on May 15, 2008. 

 

The Call for Action promotes the establishment of a national ocean trust fund; supports federal 

funding for preparation for the impacts of climate change; and calls for the reauthorization of the 

federal Coastal Zone Management Act. 

 

A central recommendation of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans 

Commission, which we respectively chaired, was the creation of a national ocean trust fund. The 

Joint Initiative believes the fund would provide vital resources for federal and state programs 

working toward the management and preservation of our oceans and coastal areas.  

 

Preparing for the impacts of climate change is critical for both our environment and our economy, 

and coastal areas are among the first to feel the impacts from the effects of climate change, 

including coastal erosion and sea level rise. The Call to Action’s support of federal and local efforts 

to prepare for the effects of climate change is an important step toward preserving crucial coastal 

habitats.  

 

The Joint Initiative supports strengthening national ocean policy by implementing a series of 

regional governance mechanisms in order to achieve a more coordinated, ecosystem-based 

management approach for improving ocean and coastal health. The Coastal Zone Management Act 

is one piece in the larger governance structure, and the Joint Initiative believes it is very important 

that this Act be reauthorized and reinvigorated.  
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We applaud the California Ocean Protection Council on its leadership on ocean and coastal issues 

and will continue to look to leading states like California for guidance on advancing meaningful 

ocean policy reforms that result in health and sustainable oceans, coasts, and communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

James D. Watkins     The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 

Admiral, U.S. Navy (Retired)   Chair, Pew Oceans Commission 

Chairman, U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy 

 

 

 

cc: Kristen Fletcher, Executive Director, Coastal States Organization 

 







 
 
 
 

Delivered via electronic mail to: 
COPCpublic@resources.ca.gov  

 
 
May 13, 2008 
 
Chairman Mike Chrisman 
Members of the California Ocean Protection Council 
California Resources Agency 
1416 9th St., Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA. 95814 
 

 
Re: Agenda Item #2 – Support for OPC Resolution to endorse the CSO “Ocean and Coastal 

Community Call for Action” 
 

 
Dear Chairman Chrisman and Ocean Protection Council Members: 
 
The following organizations working on coastal and ocean protection, support adoption by the Ocean 
Protection Council of the resolution presented by Brian Baird in support of “Call for Action” by the 
Coastal States Organization (Agenda item #2).  This “Call for Action” reflects several priorities from 
two national, blue-ribbon commissions on ocean policy.  A national (coast and ocean) trust fund, local 
and state programs to address climate change and a strong Coastal Zone Management Act will 
significantly contribute to the health, productivity and sustainability of our ocean resources. 
 
Respectfully, 

Warner Chabot 
Warner Chabot 
Ocean Conservancy 
 
Paul Mason 
Sierra Club 
 
Steve Shimek 
The Otter Project 
 

David Lewis 
Save San Francisco Bay 
 
Erika Feller 
The Nature Conservancy 
 
Jim Curlan 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 

Gary Patton 
Planning and Conservation League 
 
Ed Cassano 
Center for the Future of the Oceans 
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California Coastal Coalition 
1133 Second Street Suite G 

Encinitas, CA 92024 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 
Chair: Hon. Pam Slater-Price 
3rd District, San Diego County 
 
Vi
Ci 

ce Chair: Hon. Ann Kulchin  
ty of Carlsbad 

Supervisor Don Knabe 
4th Dist. LA County 
 
Councilmember Brian Brennan  
City of Ventura 
 
Councilmember Ted Ehring 
City of Pismo Beach 
 
Council Member Emily Reilly 
City of Santa Cruz (Rep. AMBAG) 
 
 
AMBAG  
 
BEACON  
 
SANDAG  
 
SCAG 
 
County of Los Angeles    
                  
County of Orange 
 
County of San Diego 
 
County of Santa Barbara 
 
County of Ventura 
 
Orange County Sanitation Dist. 
 
City of Carlsbad  
 
City of Carpinteria 
 
City of Capitola 
 
City of Coronado  
 
City of Dana Point 
 
City of Del Mar 
 
City of Encinitas 
 
City of Half Moon Bay 
 
City of Hermosa Beach 
 
City of Huntington Beach 
 
City of Imperial Beach 
 
City of Laguna Beach 
 
City of Long Beach 
 
City of Los Angeles 
 
City of Malibu 
 
City of Manhattan Beach 
 
City of Monterey 
 
City of Morro Bay 
 
City of Newport Beach 
 
City of Oceanside 
 
City of Pacific Grove 
 
City of Pismo Beach 
 
City of Port Hueneme  
 
City of Redondo Beach 
 
City of Rancho Palos Verde 
 
City of San Clemente      
 
City of Sand City  
 
City of San Diego 
 
City of San Francisco 
 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
City of Santa Cruz 
 
City of Santa Monica 
 
City of Seal Beach  
 

ity of Solana Beach  C
  
City of Ventura 

STEVEN ACETI, J.D.      760.944.3564 tel 
Executive Director    760.944.7852 fax 
 steveaceti@calcoast.org 

  
 
May 14, 2008 
 
Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman 
Chair of the California Ocean Protection Council 
California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Re: Agenda Item #2 – Support for adoption of a resolution to endorse 
the Ocean and Coastal Community Call for Action  
 
Dear Secretary Chrisman, 
 
On behalf of the board of directors and membership of the California 
Coastal Coalition (CalCoast), I would like to express our strong support for 
the Ocean and Coastal Community Call for Action (Call for Action) and urge 
the California Ocean Protection Council to adopt the resolution at its 
upcoming meeting on May 15, 2008. 
 
CalCoast is a non-profit advocacy group comprised of 35 coastal cities; five 
counties; the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments, the San 
Diego Association of Area Governments and the Southern California 
Association of Governments; along with business associations and allied 
groups committed to restoring California's coast through sand 
replenishment, increasing the flow of natural sediment, wetlands recovery, 
improved water quality and the abatement of marine debris.  
 
The Call for Action promotes the establishment of a national ocean trust 
fund, supports federal funding for preparation for the impacts of climate 
change and calls for the reauthorization of the federal Coastal Zone 
Management Act. 
 
A central recommendation of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and 
the Pew Oceans Commission was the creation of a national ocean trust 
fund. CalCoast believes the creation of such a fund would provide vital 
resources for federal and state programs working toward the management 
and preservation of our oceans and coastal areas.  
 
 

CalCoast is an advocacy organization comprised of coastal communities and interest groups 
 

www.calcoast.org 



Preparing for the impacts of climate change is critical to both California’s 
environment and its economy, and coastal areas will be among the first to 
feel the impacts of climate change, including coastal erosion, degradation of 
wetlands and sea level rise. The Call for Action’s support of federal and 
local efforts to prepare for the effects of climate change is an important step 
toward preserving crucial coastal habitats.  
 
CalCoast supports strengthening national ocean policy by implementing a 
series of regional governance mechanisms in order to achieve a more 
coordinated, ecosystem-based management approach for improving ocean 
and coastal health. The Coastal Zone Management Act is one piece in the 
larger governance structure, and our organization believes it is very 
important that this Act be reauthorized and reinvigorated.  
 
We applaud the OPC on its leadership on ocean and coastal issues since 
its inception and we are pleased to offer our full support for the Ocean and 
Coastal Community Call for Action.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steve Aceti 
California Coastal Coalition 
 
c: OPC Members and Staff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CalCoast is an advocacy organization comprised of coastal communities and interest groups 
 

www.calcoast.org 







MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
 

 

7700 Sandholdt Road   Moss Landing  CA 95039  tel: 831-775-1700  fax: 831-775-1620 
 

 
 
May 14, 2008 
 
 
Secretary Mike Chrisman 
California Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chrisman: 
 
I write this letter to give my enthusiastic endorsement to the Ocean and Coastal Community Call 
for Action.  I believe the idea of establishing a national ocean trust fund is a sound and rational 
way to ensure that our nation provides adequate resources to protect our oceans and the broad 
range of economic and social benefits that they provide for our society as the oceans experience 
unprecedented changes from climate change.  I consider this measure to be an important step in 
drawing attention to the huge role our oceans play in climate change and our need to understand 
the complex mechanisms that will be and already are impacting all forms of life, including 
human, from atmospheric greenhouse gases. 
 
I urge you to encourage the Ocean Protection Council members to vote to endorse this measure 
and to have California set an example for the rest of the states to press for this action as soon as 
possible. 
 
Thank you for considering my request.  I believe we must urgently address these issues and 
sorely need the financial resources to do so.  This trust fund would be an important beginning. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith Kildow 
Director, The National Ocean Economics Program 
Principal, The Ocean Science Summit 
Senior Scientist, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute 
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