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Office of Spill Prevention and Response
1700 K Street, Suite 250

Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone: (916) 445-9326

September 12, 2007

Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy
13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, California 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

- On behalf of the Department of Fish and Game, | wish to express my strong support

for the University of California's proposal to the California Ocean Protection Council
for funding to support the construction of the proposed California Marine Ecosystem
Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory. The University of California is proposing
the development of a state-of-the art, one-of-a-kind laboratory to permanently support
the monitoring of marine ecosystem health in California. The proposed laboratory will
serve California, and will support joint ocean health efforts among the West Coast
states. This laboratory will provide centralized, high quality services and training in a
similar fashion to what currentfy exists for domestic animal and human health.

As you know, the Department of Fish and Game is responsibie for the maintenance of
California’s native fish, wildlife, plants and natural communities. The proposed lab will
assist the Department in ensuring the survival of marine species and natural
communities by rapidly and consistently diagnosing toxins and emerging health
problems in marine wildlife so that we may respond to crises and plan appropriate
environmental.

We are convinced that the Wildlife Health Center in the School of Veterinary Medicine
at the University of California, Davis, is well-positioned to build and operate this
proposed laboratory. We have worked with the UC Davis to develop the State’s oiled
wildlife response system, create California’s Wildlife Action Plan, expand the scope of
our Resource Assessment Program, and plan the recovery of multiple endangered
species.

We urge you to provide the essential funding to support the construction of the

University of California's proposal for a California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic
and Surveillance Laboratory. The proposed laboratory will broadly serve California's
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resource agencies, support our collective vision of a healthier ocean for Californians
and our precious living marine resources, and once again put California on the global
map as a world [eader in ocean governance and stewardship.

DA
McCamman, Acting Director
Department of Fish and Game

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
State Coastal Conservancy
13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Qakland, California 94612

Mr. Neal Fishman, Deputy Executive Officer
State Coastal Conservancy -

13th floor, 1330 Broadway

Qakland, California 94612
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July 24, 2007

Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy

13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, California'94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

I would like to express my-strong support for the University of California’s proposal to the
California Ocean Protection Council for funding to support the construction of a proposed
Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic and Surveillance Laboratory. The University of California
is proposing to develop a state-of-the art laboratory to support permanently the monitoring of
marine ecosystem health in California. The proposed laboratory will be unique in its dedication
to evaluating the health of marine wildlife and the ecosystems on which this wildlife depends. It
promises to provide centralized, high quality services to California, as well as to support joint
ocean health efforts among the west coast states.

As you may know, the Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office is charged with the responsibility for
southern sea otter (Enhydrq lutris nereis) recovery under the Endangered Species Act. The
achievement of recovery goals depends on the identification and amelioration of factors that are
suppressing population growth. Disease has been recognized as a major cause of mortality in
southern sea otters, but the pathways by which disease agents reach sea otters are not well
understood. The proposed ecosystem health laboratory will serve a critical role in our efforts to
bring the southern sea otter to recovery by providing a means to monitor the health of sea otters,
to identify new diseases that might impact the population, and to validate new diagnostic tests
that can be used to monitor population health. Diagnostic capabilities at collaborating outside
institutions have been reduced in the past few years, while our need to detect and monitor
diseases in sea otters has grown. The proposed laboratory would be able to serve consistently in
this capacity with trusted diagnostic techniques.

The VFWO has also proposed a coastal program for the central California coast, which would
~ identify important coastal resource problems and solutions, develop partnerships to carry out on-
the-ground conservation projects, and encourage community action in high priority coastal areas.
Reliable information on the diseases and toxins affecting marine organisms and the pathways by
" which they enter the marine ecosystem will be critical to the development of solution-oriented
projects and partnerships under this program.












June 11, 2007

Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy

13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

I wish to express my strong support for the University of California’s request to the California
Ocean Protection Council for funding to support construction of the proposed California Marine
Ecosystem Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory, to be built at the University of
California at Davis, School of Veterinary Medicine. The University of California is proposing
the development of a state-of-the art, one-of-a-kind laboratory to permanently support the
monitoring of marine ecosystem health in California.

The proposed laboratory will serve California, and will also support joint ocean health research
and management efforts among the West Coast states and federal agencies. This laboratory will
provide centralized, high quality services and training in a similar fashion to what currently
exists for domestic animal and human health. The facility will play a key role in providing
ongoing surveillance of ocean health issues, including emerging diseases that may affect humans
and wildlife. This new laboratory will greatly enhance marine ecosystem and animal disease
diagnostic capabilities on the West Coast, including development of applied solutions to address
problems relating to ecosystem health and wildlife conservation.

The University of California at Davis is uniquely and centrally located to be the home of this
new laboratory facility on the West Coast. | urge you to provide the essential funding to support
construction of the University of California's California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic
and Surveillance Laboratory at UC Davis. The proposed laboratory will serve a vital role in
maintaining healthy marine ecosystems.

Sincerely,

LOIS WOLK

cc: Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer, State Coastal Conservancy
Neal Fishman, Deputy Executive Officer, State Coastal Conservancy



Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy

13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mike,

I am writing to express my support for the University of California's proposed Marine Ecosystem
Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory.

SCCWREP is a research consortium formed by city, county, state and federal government
agencies responsible for protecting southern California’s marine environment. Our mission is to
provide a scientific foundation for the management decisions of our member agencies. The
proposed Laboratory will assist us in accomplishing our mission by filling a scientific niche that
does not presently exist in the State.

The proposed ecosystem health laboratory will assist SCCWRP in elucidating linkages between
the water quality perturbations we are measuring and indicators of animal health. For example,
we recently experienced a significant harmful algal bloom and documented some of the highest
levels of domoic acid toxin in near shore coastal waters ever seen. However, we have limited
capacity to investigate relationships between HABs and wildlife health. We would be eager to
have access to the services and expertise offered by a marine wildlife health diagnostic
laboratory like the one proposed. | have interacted with their staff and am convinced that the
Wildlife Health Center at the University of California, Davis, is well-positioned to operate this
proposed laboratory.

I encourage your favorable consideration of their proposal. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

Stephen B. Weisberg, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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June 12, 2007

Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy

13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

On behalf of Heal the Bay, | wish to express support for the University of California's proposal
to the California Ocean Protection Council for funding to support the construction of the
proposed California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory. The
University of California is proposing the development of a state-of-the art, one-of-a-kind
laboratory to permanently support the monitoring of marine ecosystem health in California.

The proposed laboratory will serve California, and will support joint ocean health research and
management efforts among the West Coast states and federal agencies. This laboratory will
provide centralized, high quality services and training in a similar fashion to what currently
exists for domestic animal and human health.

We urge you to provide the essential funding to support the construction of the University of
California's proposal for a California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic and Surveillance
Laboratory. The proposed laboratory will serve an important role in maintaining health marine
ecosystems along the California coast.

Sincerely,

Kirsten James
Staff Scientist



July 6, 2007

Woutrina A. Miller, Ph.D.
Veterinary Medicine
University of California
Davis, CA 95616

RE: Proposal for California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic & Surveillance
Laboratory

Dear Woutrina:

| am writing to express my wholehearted support for the referenced proposal, which is
being submitted by the School of Veterinary Medicine, University of California, Davis
to the California Ocean Protection Council. The Central Coast Long-term
Environmental Assessment Network (CCLEAN) isaregional water-quality monitoring
program in the Monterey Bay area. Much of our regional monitoring approach is based
on the need to protect the quality of water necessary for marine organisms. Thereis
emerging evidence that pathogens discharged from terrestrial sources and biotoxins
produced by diatoms that could be affected by nutrients discharged from land are
negatively affecting the health of nearshore fauna, such as the southern sea otter. The
effect of pathogens and biotoxins on the sea otter is an important area of investigation in
efforts to improve ocean health, with substantial additional work planned. The proposed
Cadlifornia Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory is an
essential element in these efforts to determine the sources, amounts and effects of
contaminants affecting the marine waters of California. Its research and analytical
capability will provide the concentration of expertise necessary to address emerging
ocean health problems related to pathogens and biotoxins. It potentially will be valuable
for al monitoring and research programs and resource managers that are working to
protect the quality of marine waters.

We look forward to the contribution that this laboratory would make to address
environmenta problemsin the Monterey Bay area.

Sincerely,

Dane Hardin
Director












31 May 2007

Secretary Mike Chrisman

Chair, Ocean Protection Council
State Coastal Conservancy

13th floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Secretary Chrisman:

I wish to express my strong support for the University of California's proposal to the California
Ocean Protection Council for funding to support the construction of the proposed California
Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic & Surveillance Laboratory. The University of California
is proposing the development of a state-of-the-art, one-of-a-kind laboratory to permanently
support the monitoring of marine ecosystem health in California. The proposed laboratory will
serve California, and will support joint ocean health efforts among the West Coast states. This
laboratory will provide centralized, high quality services and training in a similar fashion to that
which currently exists for domestic animals and human health.

As a Professor of Biological Sciences at USC and a Biological Oceanographer, | conduct
research on marine biotoxins that are produced by phytoplankton. My specific research focuses
on the distributions of these algae and toxic events. | work closely with the Southern California
Coastal Water Research Project, other agencies, and wildlife rehabilitation organizations on
monitoring harmful algal blooms (HABS) in Southern California and examining their impact on
marine animal populations. | am very excited about the proposed ecosystem health laboratory
because it will help me elucidate linkages between marine biotoxins and real-world effects of
these biotoxins on marine wildlife. For example, we are currently experiencing a significant
harmful algal bloom, and are documenting some of the highest levels of a powerful neurotoxin,
domoic acid, in nearshore coastal waters. This is the single most toxic bloom that has been
documented to date in Southern California, yet we are limited in our capacity to investigate
possible linkages between HABs and wildlife and human health problems. | would be eager to
have access to the services and expertise at a centralized marine wildlife and ecosystem health
diagnostic laboratory like the one proposed by UC Davis in order to investigate these important
ramifications of poor water quality in Southern California. | am confident that the Wildlife
Health Center in the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of California, Davis, is
well-positioned to build and operate this proposed laboratory.

I urge you to provide the essential funding to support the construction of the University of
California's proposal for a California Marine Ecosystem Health Diagnostic and Surveillance
Laboratory. The proposed laboratory will broadly serve California's public health and resource



agencies, support our collective vision of a healthier ocean for Californians and our precious
living marine resources, and once again put California on the global map as a world leader in
ocean governance and stewardship.

Sincerely,

A8 G

David A. Caron, Professor
Department of Biological Sciences
University of Southern California
3616 Trousdale Ave., AHF 301
Los Angeles, CA 90089-0371

Tel. (213) 740-0203

Fax. (213) 740-8123

















