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To: Drew Bohan, Executive Policy Officer

Ocean Protection Council (OPC) (\ﬁ,/

From: John W. McCamman, Acting Dir:
Department of Fish and Game

Subject: Support for OPC funding of California Seafloor Mapping Project

| am writing to acknowledge the California Department of Fish and Game’s
(Department’s) need for high-resolution seafloor habitat mapping products for all
state waters. These products are particularly valuable in support of the

designation and management of a statewide network of marine protected areas as
required by the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA). Beyond the MLPA, seafloor
mapping data can also be used to help determine habitat availability for a variety of
important marine species managed by the State. For this reason, the Department
strongly endorses the proposal submitted by the California Seafloor Mapping
Program (CSMP) to survey and map State waters

The Department has worked with several of the partners involved with the CSMP
in the past. In particular, the California State University Monterey Bay Seafloor
Mapping Lab (SML) provided mapping data currently used in the MLPA process.
These data have proven tremendously valuable and of the highest quality. Both
the United States Geological Survey and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration have participated in, supported, and facilitated mapping in other
areas with great success. The Department is confident that this partnership will
lead to the most useful and timely results.

Knowledge of the extent and variety of seafloor habitats in California will benefit
our ability to ensure proper management and long-term sustainability of our
valuable living marine resources.

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Marija
Vojkovich, Regional Manager of the Department’s Marine Region at
Mvojkovich@dfg.ca.gov or via telephone at (805) 568.1246.

é: Ms. Sheila Semans
Ocean Protect Council
17351 Franklin Road
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Marija Vojkovich
Department of Fish and Game
Santa Barbara, California
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