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JACK SCARBROUGH Secretary  
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PHILLIP J. SEXTON, Treasurer 

 
September 15, 2005 

 
Mike Chrisman, Resources Secretary, Chair of the Ocean Protection Council
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Mr. Chrisman: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the establishment of the Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund 
authorized by the California Ocean Protection Act, and for a grant to Environmental Defense and 
Shorebank Enterprise Pacific to develop the Fund. 
 
As a supporter of ocean conservation and sustainable fisheries, we at Port San Luis Harbor District 
believe that California has enough laws and policies that incorporate ecosystem management principles.  
However, implementation of these existing laws has been hampered by lack of funding.  It is our 
experience that California fisheries have the potential for much better financial and environmental 
performance given wise investments in governance, enforcement, and marketing.  I therefore support the 
establishment of a Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund. 
 
The Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund would provide funding for the fisher industries and harbors that 
commit to improvements in management measures, fishing capacity, gear changes, research, value-
added processing and marketing, or other changes that can be expected to improve financial and 
conservation performance.  The loans would be repaid through assessments on the more profitable 
fisheries, allowing the fund to revolve and invest in other fisheries.  The result will be more profitable 
fisheries and harbors that are doing more to conserve fish stocks and their habitats.   
 
We also strongly support a planning grant to Environmental Defense, in-conjunction with Shorebank 
Enterprise Pacific, which will: analyze stakeholder interests, expectations, and opportunities for 
collaboration; develop the administrative and governance structure of the FRLF; create a business plan 
for the FRLF; and develop a plan for leveraging the FRLF, building on seed capital provided by the 
state.  
 

Sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Jay Elder, Harbor Manager 
Port San Luis Harbor District 

 
c: Harbor Commission 



 
 
Mike Chrisman, Secretary for Resources, Council Chair 
Cruz Bustamante, Lieutenant Governor, Chair of the State Lands Commission 
Alan Lloyd, Secretary for Environmental Protection 
Sheila Kuehl, State Senator, Ex officio Member 
Pedro Nava, State Assemblymember, Ex officio Member 
 
September 15, 2005 
 
Dear Chair Christman: 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to comment on the items under the Project 
Section in the September 23, 2005 agenda. 
 
A. Ocean Protection Council and Sea Grant joint-partnership for Ocean and 
Coastal Research 
I would like to lend my support to the Ocean Protection Council and Sea Grant 
joint-partnership for ocean and coastal research.  Many excellent reasons for 
supporting the partnership are mentioned in the letter of support from Dr. Ingram. 
Thus, I would like to like to second her points.  I would also add that the rate at 
which information is growing makes such a partnership an excellent benefit to the 
state, which has the near impossible job of carrying out a number of regulatory 
functions and simultaneously gathering and interpreting new information as it 
becomes available.  This type of partnership should aid the state in acquiring the 
information it has identified as needed, as well as aiding the state by examining 
subject areas that will arise in the next five years.   
 
B. Sustainable Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund planning project 
I lend my strongest support to this aspect of the agenda.  As an elected official 
on a local water district, I have seen the Water Recycling Fund (previously 
referred to as SWRCB revolving fund) support many excellent projects.  The low 
interest rate and the fact that the funds are repaid, allows the program to 
continue producing results through funds being available for future projects from 
which all Californians can benefit.  
 
C. California and World Oceans Conference ‘06 
 
I also believe that such a conference would help the visibility of the program and 
also extend the knowledge of the State.   
 
 
 



D. Consideration of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Program
 
No comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betty H. Olson, PhD. 
Professor  
Dept. Environmental Health Science and Policy 
Dept. Community and Environmental Medicine 
University of California, Irvine 
 
 
 

http://www.scc.ca.gov/opcbb/0509COPC10D_Matilija_Dam.pdf
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